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As Amended – April 7, 2010 

 

POSTING REQUIREMENTS – HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Fact Sheet 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 
In the United States, there are several toll-free anti-
human trafficking hotlines available and ready to 
respond to human trafficking tips, training requests 
and questions on anti-human trafficking resources. 
SB 1230 requires the posting of these toll-free 
hotlines at places of employment.  
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Human trafficking is an unfortunate widespread 
form of modern-day slavery, and a crime that often 
hides in the shadows. Human trafficking is also 
highly complex and affects potentially thousands of 
foreign and domestic men, women, and children in 
the United States. Detecting human trafficking is 
difficult as this crime thrives in secrecy and on the 
social and physical isolation of its victims.   
 
According to the U.S. State Department, there is a 
wide range of estimates that exist on the scope and 
magnitude of modern-day slavery. The International 
Labor Organization (ILO), which is the United 
Nations agency charged with addressing labor 
standards, employment, and social protection issues, 
estimates that there are at least 12.3 million adults 
and children in forced labor, bonded labor, and 
commercial sexual servitude at any given time. Of 
these victims, the ILO estimates that 56 percent are 
women and girls.  
 
The United States government, state agencies, and 
various non-governmental organizations throughout 
the U.S. are committed to preventing trafficking, 
protecting victims of trafficking and prosecuting 
traffickers. While federal and state law enforcement 
works to investigate the criminal networks involved 
in human trafficking, local and state police and 
community members, including neighbors, 
healthcare workers, teachers, and shop keepers,  

 
 
among others, are most often in the best position to 
recognize and report possible instances of human 
trafficking. The human trafficking hotlines currently 
available to assist victims are the most centralized 
outlet to process and respond to calls for help.   
 
For victims, the public posting of the hotline is 
critical since they generally do not have access to 
the internet or to other forms of outreach and 
awareness programs. For community members, a 
call to the hotline to request general information 
may generate future tips and a better understanding 
of the red flags of human trafficking. And lastly, the 
hotlines provide a consistent, national means of 
tracking the number and types of calls from 
particular cities and states – for a greater 
understanding of where the crimes are occurring. 
High visibility and awareness of the human 
trafficking hotline increases the chances that 
potential human trafficking will be reported, and 
that human traffickers will be stopped.  
 

THIS BILL 
 
SB 1230 requires employers to post information 
related to human trafficking, including the phone 
numbers to two toll-free anti-human trafficking 
hotlines that provide services in support of the 
elimination of human trafficking.   
 
Specifically, this bill would require the posting of 
the National Human Trafficking Resource Center 
Hotline, which is also posted on the U.S. 
Department of State website, and the California 
Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking 
hotline. 
 

STATUS 
 
Set for hearing on April 14, 2010 - Senate Labor and 
Industrial Relations Committee 



Office of Senator Mark DeSaulnier 
SB 1230 - Fact Sheet 

Page 2 

 
SUPPORT 

 
 Polaris Project 
 California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO 
 Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking 

(CAST) 
 

OPPOSITION 
 
None Received 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Alma Perez 
Office of Senator Mark DeSaulnier 
(916) 651-1556 
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